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This, unhappily, is a counsel of perfection. It is not now feasible. 
The austere joys of peace without victory are denied us, and we must 
make the best of the situation. Still we may find consolation in the 
fact that, although no plebiscite has as yet been held in Alsace-Lorraine, 
essential justice has perhaps been done. The Kolnische Zeitung, 
when it recently learned of the reception accorded the French when 
they entered Colmar and Saverne and Wissembourg, said : " It is 
better not to deceive ourselves with illusions. The hatred of Germany 
shows itself all through Alsace with the violence of a hurricane. The 
French are received, in a delirium of enthusiasm, as true liberators." 

Charles Downer Hazen. 

Ireland, a Study in Nationalism, By FRANCIS Hackett. 
New York, B. E. Huebsch, 1918. — viii, 404 pp. 

L'Irlande dans la Crise Universelle. By Louis TREGUIZ. 
Paris, Felix Alcan, 1918. — vi, 279 pp. 

For a scholar to write upon the Irish question at the present time 
requires no little courage, but both Mr. Hackett and M. Treguiz have 
retained their sense of perspective and avoided for the most part the ex- 
aggerated partisanship which has marred the vast majority of books 
written in the last half dozen years about Ireland. Mr. Hackett's pur- 
pose has been to give Americans information of the difficulties exist- 
ing among the people he loves so well, while M. Treguiz has tried to 
render a similar service to the French. With the Irish question ap- 
proaching the position of an international problem, these books are 
especially timely and welcome. 

Mr. Hackett was born in Ireland and his love for the land of his 
birth is apparent in every chapter. To those familiar with his editorial 
work on the Chicago Evening Post and the New Republic, it is unneces- 
sary to say that his book is interesting; at times, indeed, the reader is 
almost carried away by his charming style. Without the profundity of 
Paul-Dubois's Contemporary Ireland, or the comprehensiveness of 
Childers' The Framework of Home Rule, Mr. Hackett's volume is 
worthy of careful consideration by those interested in Irish affairs ; and 
to the average reader the absence of the impedimenta necessarily asso- 
ciated with doctoral dissertations will not be disappointing. 

Throughout the book, nationalism is emphasized as the central fact 
in the minds of the Irish, and the author shows with real skill how eco- 
nomic maltreatment and administrative bungling have strengthened the 
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bonds of nationality, and how, in each succeeding epoch, the ancient 
grievances — the Ulster settlements, the Cromwellian conquest and the 
confiscations of William of Orange — have been recalled to the minds 
of the Irish by some new outrage to their country. The injustice of 
the English administration in the eighteenth century and the gross 
corruption connected with the granting as well as with the withdrawal 
of legislative independence, are already well known; but few are aware 
how terrible was the breakdown of the administration of Ireland during 
the famine of 1845 which occasioned the death of three-quarters of a 
million people. Mr. Hackett says, 

An organizer like Mr. Hoover might have saved most of them [the starv- 
ing people] if permitted to do so, but during that great hunger the following 
excellent foods were sold and allowed to leave Ireland : 572,485 head of 
cattie; 839,n8sheep; 699,021 pigs; 2,532,839 qrs. of oats; 1,821,091 cwts. 
of oatmeal; 455,256 qrs. of wheat; 1,494,852 cwts. of wheatmeal. These 
would have prevented famine, but in the absence of self-government an 
embargo was impossible to Irishmen (page 74). . . . The landlords took 
the grain crop for their rents; [and] vastly more grain was exported for 
sale than was imported for charity (page 149). 

Since 1845 much has been done to alleviate intolerable economic 
conditions, but Mr. Hackett calls attention to the discrimination made 
by the railways against agricultural Ireland. 

It cost 14s iod per ton to ship bacon from Cork to Tipperary, as against 
14s 4d from Liverpool to Tipperary, via Cork, the railway route in both 
cases being the same. It cost £$ per ton for salmon from Limerick to 
London, as compared with 27s from Denmark, and £3 10s from Norway 
(page 171). 

Moreover, he cites a recent report describing the housing conditions 
in Dublin, which are so bad as almost to baffle belief. Twenty thou 
sand families live in tenements of only one room ; and in thousands 
of cases families of from five to nine exist therein, and " often 
the entire family sleeps in a single ' bed ' " (page 192). Yet in the 
face of such conditions, the Imperial Government has made no at- 
tempt to economize by reducing the scandalous extravagance of Irish 
administration, which pays the lord lieutenant ^20,000 a year with an 
allowance of ^45,000 for household expenses, which expends one- 
third as much for judicial salaries as does England with a population 
nine times as great and which provides an unsympathetic constabulary of 
12,000 whose upkeep is twice as great in proportion to the population 
as in England and three times as great as in Scotland. 
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Mr. Hackett does not anticipate that the Roman Catholic clergy 
will play a very important r61e in an independent or self-governing Ire- 
land. He insists that in the past the papacy and hierarchy have 
been most submissive to the wishes of English statesmen. If he were 
only able to convince the Irish Protestants of the forgiving spirit of the 
Catholic Church, at least half the opposition to Home Rule would 
cease. 

On the whole, Mr. Hackett underrates the beneficial effect of the 
land acts, which have turned over to the peasantry nearly two-thirds 
of the land capable of tillage. Although he does well to complain of 
the high selling price of the land, which has meant great profit to the 
former owner and an excessive burden on the British Exchequer, he 
should concede that the increasing cost of land, at least since the Land 
Act of 1909, has been caused quite as much by the senseless competi- 
tion of the land-hungry peasantry as by the inordinate greed of the 
landlords. 

Upon two subjects this work is particularly disappointing. First, 
the author devotes too little attention to the influence of the Irish- 
Americans upon the Sinn Fein movement j it is to be hoped that in 
the near future he will give us a book upon the part played by the 
Irish and Irish-Americans in world politics since 1914. In the second 
place, his treatment of the Home Rule Convention seems inadequate 
in the face of the importance attached by the English Government to 
this attempt to solve the Irish problem. 

Despite some shortcomings, Ireland, a Study in Nationalism, is, 
however, an excellent work that ought to commend itself to such as 
wish to read the truth about Home Rule as seen by a fair-minded, 
but exceedingly patriotic Irishman, who feels that the fate of his coun- 
try in the past has been not only a misfortune for her, but a veritable 
nightmare to England. It is very unfortunate that so good a book 
should not be provided with an index. 

M. Treguiz's book is neither so brilliant nor so diffuse. He, too, 
emphasizes the idea of nationality in keeping Ireland discontented 
with any half-way measures looking toward Home Rule. The author 
is a French Celt and is very sympathetic toward the Irish. Like 
Mr. Hackett's work, his is no "detached " study of Irish questions, 
for M. Tr^guiz feels too acutely to be a mere recorder of events. 
But when has any one written about Ireland in a dispassionate man- 
ner ! Yet the author is eminently fair and constantly supports his con- 
tentions by frequent citation of contemporary periodicals and speeches. 
In a book intended for Frenchmen, the spirited editorials from Irish 
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newspapers and the speeches of Devlin, Redmond, Carson and Lloyd- 
George are, of course, translated into French, to the loss, it must be 
admitted, of much of their force. 

The author steadily insists on the great significance of the cultural 
element in the development of the nationalistic movement. He criti- 
cises almost as severely as does Mr. Hackett the economic policy of 
the Imperial Government, and in measured terms condemns the mis- 
government of Dublin Castle. He, too, is surprised at Great Britain's 
mental strabismus in failing to punish Sir Edward Carson as a traitor 
in 1 9 14. The appointment of Sir Edward to the War Cabinet when 
Home Rule was still a live issue and the selection of Viscount John 
French as Lord Lieutenant must have been received by the Irish as 
gratuitous insults. The treatment of the Sinn Fein movement is most 
satisfactory, and the part played by the Irish- Americans is stressed. 
It is well to note that M. Treguiz suggests (what the radical Sinn- 
Feiners have always claimed) that Sir Roger Casement came from 
Germany to Ireland, not to foment the Easter Rebellion but to 
prevent it, thinking that Germany could not win the war and that 
Ireland would needlessly sacrifice her chances of Home Rule by 
allying herself with the Central Powers. He also describes the efforts 
of the Sinn-Feiners and Irish Nationalists to make Home Rule an im- 
perial question to be decided by an imperial federation. Indeed one 
house of the Australian legislature with only two dissenting voices ex- 
pressed itself as favoring the Irish demands for Home Rule. Some of 
the Irish Nationalists and Sinn-Feiners went so far as to claim that the 
refusal of Home Rule would strengthen the hands of the Irish-Ameri- 
cans and German-Americans and keep America out of the war. It 
seems probable, however, that the author's enthusiasm has led him to 
make too much of the part played in the great war by the native Irish 
and by their brethren overseas. 

One oft-repeated statement — that the Irish have profiteered in the 
war — M. Treguiz indignantly denies. He insists (page 215) that 
unemployment in Ireland is, in proportion to the population, more 
than eight times as great as in England and more than eleven times 
as great as in Scotland. 

Like all writers who are forced to depend so largely upon contem- 
porary newspaper material, M. Treguiz is at times uncritical. He 
gives too much weight, in all probability, to the speeches of the late 
John Redmond, who was first of all a politician, and whose hold upon 
his party does not seem to have been so great as that of John Dillon, 
his successor as leader of the Irish Nationalists. Too much importance 
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is paid to the Unionist press of Ulster and the Sinn Fein organs in the 
south and west of Ireland. In one place (page 120) the author even 
hazards a quotation from the New York American .' 

The work, when judged by war standards, is remarkably free from 
errors. Only one is at all worthy of note. The author speaks (page 8) 
of " une se"rie de Land Acts dont le dernier date de 1903," and again 
(page 45 ) of the Land Act of 191 3. The most recent Land Act was 
that of 1909. The so-called "act" of 1913 never passed through 
Parliament as it was withdrawn by the ministry. 

Such minor criticisms as these detract little from the value of M. 
Tr^guiz's work, which is a real contribution to our knowledge of a 
most perplexing problem , and it is a tribute to the author's knowl- 
edge and fair-mindedness that he has been able to produce a book 
covering so extensive and debatable a field and yet so little marred by 
partisanship. The reviewer regrets only that the work was written be- 
fore the Home Rule Convention had begun its sessions. 

Of the two books the first is the more interesting, the second the 
more impartial and comprehensive. Both add much to our informa- 
tion of England's most vexatious problem. 

William Thomas Morgan. 

Columbia University. 

England and Germany, 1740-1914.. By BERNADOTTE E. 
Schmitt. Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1916. — 524 pp. 

The world war was a signal to many to rush into print. Poet and 
peasant, philosopher and bootblack, all felt an inner call to write war 
books. The result was the appearance of countless volumes on various 
phases of the war, nearly all trashy , unreliable and, of course, bitterly 
partisan. Among the very few that are valuable is this volume by Mr. 
Schmitt, who, to the credit of American scholarship, has shown that it 
is possible to write a book on the causes of the world war that is sane, 
authoritative, fair and yet decidedly pro- Ally and especially pro- 
English. The title is somewhat misleading, as almost the entire vol- 
ume is devoted to Anglo-German relations since 1870. 

England, as the author truly says, has been the chief guardian of the 
balance of power ; time and again she has used her forces to strike 
down those who sought to dominate Europe. Hence when, in August, 
1 9 14, she took up arms to withstand the German onslaught, she was 
but playing her historic r61e. 

Was the world war mainly a struggle between Germany and Russia ; 



